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has, therefore, been observed even in the letters of the
alphabet. We find for the toneless explosive sounds
the letters p, t, k, and the corresponding tone-sounds
b, d, g. It was formerly thought that the difference
between the "hard" and "soft" consonants could be
explained by regarding the "hard" consonants as the
"soft," with the addition of an aspirate, as expressed
in letters : p = b + h or bh. The ground for this view
was undoubtedly the same which gave rise to the terms
"hard " and " soft," the fact, namely, that the toneless
explosive sounds are generally uttered with a greater
pressure of air.

"We have hitherto only considered the characteristics
of speech produced by the ordinary voice. There is, how-
ever, another kind of speech, which we call whispering.

The general idea of whispering is that it is only a
peculiar manner of speaking, the object of which is
that it should not be audible at any distance, and
therefore stands in direct opposition to loud, far-
reaching speech. Softness is at once accepted as the
characteristic of whispering, and the only difference
recognized is that of intensity. If this were so, the
distinction between the two ways of speaking would be
no more than that between the piano and forte produc-
tion of the same note.

It cannot, however, escape the attention of any one
endeavouring to discover the true nature of whispering,
that this softness is something auxiliary, and that
whispering is distinguished from loud speech by a more
specific feature, which is at once its characteristic.

We see, moreover, if we look still more closely, that
this specific feature is due to an entire absence of tone ;
that is to say, in whispering the element of tone is
entirely excluded from the formation of articulate